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When people talk about private investigation, they rarely see the business side of it. 
People think that private investigation is all about mind work and creeping around following
people, but not many people think about the costs and profits of the business. Private 
investigation is a business; there can be no doubt about that.

Portrayals of private investigators in popular media and literature make it seem as if 
private investigators had unlimited resources to use in their investigations. Some fictional
private investigators, like Sherlock Holmes, make it seem as if the private investigation 
business was lucrative. They portray situations when a client is willing to part with very 
large amounts in order to get help. Reality, however, is so much more brutal than fiction.

Rarely do private investigators get called upon by heads of governments. Rarely do they get 
millions of dollars in jewels or cash as rewards for their brilliance. In fact, when you 
examine the situations of private investigators today, you would realize that the reasons 
most continue in this line of work are not monetary in nature. Many private investigators 
continue in the line of work seeking that single case that would affect them personally. 
They seek that one single case that would change their lives as private investigators. But 
that’s another subject for another article.

Of course, the business of private investigation would not exist today if people did not 
want the services. The main reason why private investigation is still in business is the 
fact that they trade on information. Today, information is one of the most valuable 
resources in existence. The business of private investigation is in demand because of the 
fact that information is also in demand. People today realize that the right piece of 
information can 
be very valuable in the right hands. 

Before we talk about the profits, let us talk about the expenses. Information, as said 
before, costs money. Bribes are a common part of the private investigation business. The 
fact is that many people require a bit of tongue lubricant before they give out information.

Surveillance also costs some cash. There is, of course, the transportation expense which 
refers to the gas you put inside the car. Or the fare you use to take a long trip. There are
also the various equipments used in surveillance such as recording devices and binoculars. 
Before you encounter these expenses, however, you would also need to invest some cash to pay
for your licenses and office space. 

Let's face it: private investigation is not a cheap business to run. The main reason that 
the private investigation business requires much commitment is the fact that it can be very 
expensive. The private investigation business, though, does have its perks.

For one thing, the expenses of solving a case are reimbursed by the client. Of course, you 
need to have a clear plan regarding the things you are going to need in order to be able to 
present a viable budget plan to your client. This, of course, will help potential clients 
decide whether or not they want your services.

Usually though, the private investigation business today rarely involves detective work. 
Most people in the private investigation business spend their time in courts as expert 
witnesses. They may be called on by various organizations to give testimonies as experts in 
the field.  

All the best of luck with your private investigation business.

PJL.
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