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 There are several reasons for some people to contact and get the services of a private eye 
or private investigator. One of the most popular reasons would be to help in locating a 
missing or lost loved one, friend or family member. 

Other reasons for seeking the services of a P.I. could be a client trying to find out if a 
spouse is cheating. Another one would be to lend a hand to law enforcement on some 
investigation or looking into business dealings that have gone bad.

Most professional private investigators that you will find are retired law enforcement 
officials trying out a private profession. Their experience in the police force is usually a
big plus as they have more contacts and more experience in dealing with inside information 
for every situation. 

Bigger private detective agencies usually have a large staff that can provide clients with 
multiple people working on individual cases at any one time. But such a service can have a 
considerable cost albeit they can help make the investigation proceed more efficiently. But 
regardless of whether a PI works alone or come from an agency, it is always wise to check 
out on the agency's or individual's credentials before hiring anyone.

There are opportunities available online today that will help you look for a private eye 
that will suit your needs. One of them is Privateeyelist, which offers a directory method in
locating your ideal private investigator. A simple search in several search engines would be
able to give you a lot of links to sites dedicated to investigative work as well as PI's.

Bear in mind that these services always come at a price. Most private investigators charge 
by the hour for their services in addition to on the job expenses and other costs. These 
things can add up to a bit of an amount quite quickly and must be taken into consideration 
when you are considering including a professional private eye for a certain job that you 
want done. 

Most modern PI's would prefer to be known as "professional investigators" instead of 
"private investigators" or "private detectives". This is a response to the negative and 
seedy image that has grown to be the perception of most people about the profession. It is 
also an effort for the PI's to clean up their negative image and to establish and 
demonstrate the industry to the people that it is a proper and also a respectable 
profession. 
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